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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-

EN SOLDIER AIR FORCE STAFF 
SERGEANT (SSGT) JOHN THOMAS 
SELF 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 19, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of fallen soldier Air 
Force Staff Sergeant (SSGT) John Thomas 
Self who paid the ultimate sacrifice while de-
fending our nation on May 14, 2007, during 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. SSGT Self was 
killed by an improvised explosive device in an 
attack that wounded three other airmen near 
Baghdad, Iraq, during his fourth tour of duty. 

SSGT Self was assigned to the 314th Secu-
rity Forces Squadron, Little Rock Air Force 
Base, Arkansas. A fire team leader with De-
tachment 3,732 Expeditionary Security Forces 
Squadron, SSGT Self was on his 79th combat 
patrol when he was killed. His detachment 
was tasked with training Iraqi police. Self’s 
mother, Jill Self, told the Associated Press that 
he volunteered for his fourth tour of duty be-
cause he wanted to serve his country. He was 
only home from his third tour of duty for a few 
weeks before he volunteered for his fourth 
tour. 

SSGT Self was born on November 2, 1977 
in Tupelo, MS. He graduated from South 
Pontotoc High School, where he was a trum-
pet player in the marching band. He joined the 
Air Force in 1999 after attending Itawamba 
Community College. SSGT Self’s mother, Jill 
Self, told the Associated Press, ‘‘He loved to 
deer hunt and fish and play computer games. 
He was a loving child. He was there for his 
family and friends. I loved him very much and 
he’s going to be missed.’’ 

SSGT Self is survived by his mother and 
step father, Jill Long Self and Terry L. Self; his 
sisters, Misty D. Gann and Sandy Pennington, 
and his brothers, Ronnie Self and Sam Self. 
He is preceded in death by his father Robert 
A. Self. 

The sacrifice of this brave soldier will always 
be remembered. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MARINA 
WHITMAN FOR HER ACCOM-
PLISHED CAREER AS AN ECONO-
MIST 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 19, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Dr. Marina Whitman on the date of 
her retirement from the University of Michigan 
for her distinguished career over half a century 
as a world-renowned economist and extraor-
dinary woman. Dr. Whitman helped forge a 
path for generations of women as she rose to 
the top of government, business and aca-
demia throughout her career and broke down 
barriers for all of us. 

Many do not know that Dr. Whitman is the 
daughter of renowned mathematician John 
von Neumann, one of the foremost mathemati-
cians and scholars of the 20th century. He is 
recognized as inventing game theory, pio-

neering developments in computer science 
and contributing to the Manhattan Project, 
among other achievements. Marina charted 
her own course and outgrew her father’s 
shadow early in her career, leaving a mark 
wherever she went. 

After receiving her doctorate in Columbia 
University, Dr. Whitman began her career in 
academia with the University of Pittsburgh in 
1962, eventually being named a Distinguished 
Public Service Professor with the university. 
She then took a leave of absence to serve 
with the federal government, first as an econo-
mist with the President’s Council of Economic 
Advisors, then on President Nixon’s National 
Price Commission. As the first woman to be 
named to the President’s Council of Economic 
Advisors, Dr. Whitman wrote about how the 
media focused not on her intellectual achieve-
ments, but instead ‘‘talk[ed] about what I 
looked like and that my eye shadow matched 
my dress. Some woman from the Pittsburgh 
Press wanted to know how my daughter’s ger-
bil survived the trip to Washington.’’ 

After serving in government, Dr. Whitman 
worked as a Vice President and Chief Econo-
mist for General Motors from 1979 to 1985, 
and Vice President and Group Executive for 
Public Affairs until 1992. During this time, she 
oversaw GM’s economics policies, as well as 
its environmental and industry-government re-
lations activities. At the time, she was the 
highest ranking woman in the United States 
automotive industry. 

Since 1994, Dr. Whitman has been a Pro-
fessor of Business Administration and Public 
Policy at the University of Michigan. Her work 
has focused on international trade and labor 
markets, and she is well-known internationally 
for her expertise on corporate governance and 
social responsibility. 

As one of the nation’s foremost economists, 
Dr. Whitman has conducted pioneering re-
search which helped to reshape international 
monetary and financial systems. She contrib-
uted to the success of one of America’s larg-
est corporations and worked to educate the 
auto industry about the changing dynamics of 
globalization and its impact on the industry. 
Her work and research has transformed our 
understanding of economics. She has been 
widely recognized for her outstanding work, 
having served on the boards of the National 
Bureau of Economic Research and the Insti-
tute for Advanced Study. Additionally, Dr. 
Whitman has received numerous awards 
throughout her career and holds honorary de-
grees from over twenty colleges and univer-
sities. 

Even more significant than the mark she 
has left on many institutions is the mentoring 
of women she has done for a lifetime. I am 
lucky to have benefitted from that personally 
and do not believe I would stand here today 
without the benefit of her wisdom. Dr. Whit-
man sees her role as having been front and 
center in a transitional generation. She coaxed 
social change from inside the places where 
policy decisions are made or demanded it 
from outside—a generation that demarcated 
before this and after this. She observed, ‘‘I lit-
erally transitioned from the world in which 
women were secretaries and were not allowed 
to matriculate at the Harvard Business School 
to a world in which we have women who are 
CEOs of corporations . . . and I’m the in-be-
tween.’’ Her patience, wisdom and pragmatism 
guided generations of women in both the 

workplace and the realism of how to do it all 
including being a parent, a spouse and a child 
of the sandwich generation. 

She leaves behind a peerless record of suc-
cess, and I wish her well as she moves on 
from her position at the University of Michigan. 
Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Marina Whitman for her out-
standing career as an economist. Her extraor-
dinary work has impacted countless lives. 
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TRIBUTE TO MARCY WORDEN 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 19, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Marcy 
Worden of Council Bluffs, Iowa, who recently 
retired after 25 years of dedicated service to 
Council Bluffs as the City Clerk. 

Marcy’s career with the City of Council 
Bluffs started in April 1991. She joined the 
Parks and Recreation and Public Property De-
partment as a clerk-typist, and in 1995 she 
transferred to the City Clerk’s office. In 2002, 
the City Council appointed her the deputy City 
Clerk and promoted her to the City Clerk in 
2009. Marcy said she estimates that she has 
attended 191 city council meetings during her 
tenure, and that her retirement is ‘‘bitter-
sweet.’’ She remarked, ‘‘There are lots of peo-
ple I’ll miss in City Hall.’’ Council Bluffs Mayor 
Matt Walsh said, ‘‘She’s done a great job and 
will be missed.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, Marcy has made a difference 
by helping and serving others and it is with 
great honor that I recognize her today. I ask 
that my colleagues in the United States House 
of Representatives join me in honoring her ac-
complishments and in wishing her nothing but 
the best in her retirement. 

f 

HONORING MALDONADO FAMILY 
VINEYARDS 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 19, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Jose Guadalupe and 
Hugo Maldonado, co-founders of Maldonado 
Family Vineyards. Their hard work and dedica-
tion to the art of viticulture is evident in their 
carefully crafted single-vineyard wines. 

Guadalupe, or ‘Lupe’ as he is warmly re-
ferred to, immigrated to the United States in 
1962 from the small farming community of 
Atacheo de Regalado in Michoacán, Mexico, 
where he managed his family’s goat herd in 
the mountains. In 1971, while working for Ster-
ling Vineyards, Lupe was asked to aid in the 
development of a winery for vintner Peter 
Newton, where he served as vineyard man-
ager for over thirty years. Inspired by his fa-
ther’s work in the field, Hugo pursued a formal 
education in enology and viticulture at the Uni-
versity of California Davis. Hugo succeeded 
his father in his role as vineyard manager in 
1999. 

In 2007 Lupe and Hugo broke ground on a 
small hillside just outside of Calistoga and 
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began to form the family’s own wine caves 
and winemaking facility to establish 
Maldonado Family Vineyards. In their 13 
years, the facility has grown from 250 cases to 
more than 10,000 cases of wine. Together 
Hugo and Lupe shaped Maldonado Family 
Vineyards to reflect their family history. On 
their label the words ‘Farm Worker’ can be 
found to note the family’s decades of caring 
for and tending to vines. 

Hugo traveled to Washington, D.C. this 
week as part of a group of Mexican-American 
vintners to support the mission of the Smithso-
nian Institution. They shared their amazing 
stories of immigration, sacrifice and determina-
tion and helped the attendees understand the 
vital contributions Mexican Americans make to 
our economy and community. 

Mr. Speaker, Lupe and Hugo Maldonado 
have cultivated a winery which not only re-
flects their family history and Mexican Amer-
ican heritage, but honors the skilled laborer. I 
am proud to have such dedicated business 
owners living and working in our community. It 
is therefore fitting and proper that we honor 
them here today. 

f 

HONORING MARY HARRISON LEE 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, May 19, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable public 
servant, Mrs. Mary Harrison Lee who was 
born on July 22, 1939 in Manila, Philippines to 
Ida Lloren. She was adopted at an early age 
by Reverend and Mrs. Ernest Harrison. Her 
adopted father was a chaplain in the army giv-
ing her the opportunity to live in many places, 
such as Captieux, France, Erlangen, Ger-
many, Fort Riley, Kansas, and San Antonio, 
Texas. 

Mary graduated from Rochefort American 
High School in France. Upon returning to the 
United States, she visited Tougaloo College 
and immediately fell in love with its quaint-
ness, intimacy, the hanging moss from the oak 
trees, and the family atmosphere. She was 
convinced that this was where she wanted to 
spend her next four years and enrolled in the 
upcoming semester. 

She became a member of the Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Inc. on December 13, 1959. 
She felt the plight of the Civil Rights move-
ment and volunteered to become a Freedom 
Rider. Mary helped lead a ‘‘sit-in’’ at the Trail-
ways Bus Station in Downtown Jackson. She 
was arrested and jailed during this protest. 
She did not waiver from the overall mission to 
gain equality for African Americans. As a re-
sult, on June 23, 1961, Freedom Riders from 
Tougaloo College set a precedent and be-
came the first residents of Mississippi to lead 
in the movement. 

While at Tougaloo College, Mary met and 
fell in love with Gene Lee. They were married 
in 1963. She and Gene were natural edu-
cators. Mary dedicated her working career 
educating youth. She began as a teacher in 
Picayune, Mississippi; later moving to Kansas 
City, Missouri. In 1973, she relocated with her 
family to Germany and taught within the De-
partment of Defense American School system. 

In 1981, Mary and her family returned to the 
United States and settled in Jackson, Mis-

sissippi, where she retired in 2001 as Principal 
from Boyd Elementary School. Mary and Gene 
were blessed with three beautiful children: 
Geno (Angie), Daryl (Cassie), and Angel 
(Chris), and eight grandchildren: Jessica, Tori, 
Gabby, Nick, Bella, Alexa, McKenzie, and 
Malita. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mrs. Mary Harrison Lee for her 
dedication to serving. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 19, 2017 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I mistakenly 
voted no when I meant to vote yes on roll call 
vote no. 266. 

f 

HONORING BURAK M. 
GUVENSOYLAR 

HON. BOB GOODLATTE 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 19, 2017 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor a very special member of my staff, 
Burak Guvensoylar, who lost his courageous 
battle with cancer this past weekend. 

Burak was a valued member of the Judici-
ary Committee team and worked on a variety 
of issues, including digital privacy and intellec-
tual property. His vast knowledge and grasp of 
the issues impacting the technology commu-
nity was a tremendous asset to the Com-
mittee. Most recently, Burak’s work included 
the development of the Committee’s Innova-
tion and Competitiveness Agenda, and his 
steadfast work and tenacious attitude were not 
only essential to making this initiative a suc-
cess, but were also a testament to his char-
acter. In fact, while he was undergoing inten-
sive cancer treatments, he was actively work-
ing and sending follow up emails from his hos-
pital bed. And just days before Burak passed 
away he met with FCC Commissioner Ajit Pai 
to discuss a number of Judiciary Committee 
priorities. For Burak, nothing could prevent 
him from an opportunity to discuss and ad-
vance the policies he was so passionate 
about. 

Burak was a true technology policy enthu-
siast. Prior to joining the staff of the Judiciary 
Committee, Burak served as a Legislative Ad-
visor for Congressman Randy Forbes. While 
working for Congressman Forbes, Burak han-
dled the diverse range of issues that fall under 
the jurisdiction of the Judiciary Committee but 
it was always evident that technology policy 
was his first love. He co-founded the Congres-
sional Tech Staff Association and served as 
an Executive Officer responsible for the pro-
fessional development program. Prior to his 
career on Capitol Hill, Burak worked at 
TechAmerica and CompTIA focusing on inter-
national trade policy. 

Burak has many friends here in the halls of 
Congress, on both sides of the aisle. I know 
all of you will join me in extending our deepest 
sympathies to his mother Filiz Guvensoylar, 
his sister Aylin Forbes, his girlfriend Ashley 

Newsome, and all of his loved ones. Burak will 
be deeply missed. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KEITH KINYON 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 19, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Keith 
Kinyon for his many years of service to the 
American Legion and to his country. Keith was 
recently honored for being a 70-year member 
with the American Legion. 

The American Legion was chartered and in-
corporated by Congress in 1919 as a patriotic 
veterans organization devoted to mutual help-
fulness. The organization is committed to 
mentoring youth and sponsorship of whole-
some programs in communities, advocating 
patriotism and honor and continued devotion 
to their fellow service members and veterans. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Keith for his serv-
ice to our country’s veterans and his dedica-
tion to his community. It is an honor to rep-
resent him in the United States Congress. I 
ask that my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives join me in commending Keith for 
his outstanding service and in wishing him 
nothing but continued success. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 2017 CONGRES-
SIONAL ART COMPETITION 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 19, 2017 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, once 
again, I come to the floor to recognize the 
great success of strong local schools working 
with dedicated parents and teachers. I rise 
today to congratulate and honor a number of 
outstanding high school artists from the 11th 
Congressional District of New Jersey. Each of 
these talented young men and women partici-
pated in the 2017 Congressional Arts Com-
petition, ‘‘An Artistic Discovery.’’ Their works of 
art are exceptional. 

Fifty-five participated. That is a wonderful 
response, and I would very much like to build 
on that participation for future competitions. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to congratulate the 
winners of our art competition. First place was 
awarded to Barbara Benda from Nutley High 
School for her digital tablet painting entitled, 
‘‘Don’t Look.’’ Second place was awarded to 
Emma Jang from West Morris Mendham High 
School for her acrylic entitled, ‘‘Wide Awake.’’ 
Third place was awarded to Emily Wang from 
Wayne Valley High School for her pen and ink 
entitled, ‘‘Black Rain.’’ 

Honorable Mentions were awarded to: 
Michelle Tolochko from Boonton High School 
for her acrylic entitled, ‘‘Self Portrait,’’ Ashley 
O’Brien from Montville Township High School 
for her watercolor entitled, ‘‘Aphrodite,’’ Jaclyn 
Larsen from Hanover Park High School for her 
digital photo entitled, ‘‘Messi,’’ and Christopher 
Cortez from the Passaic County Technical In-
stitute for his acrylic entitled, ‘‘Shades of 
Beauty.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to recognize each 
artist for their participation by indicating their 
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